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DP WORLD, UAE REGION IN COOPERATION WITH DUBAI HEALTH AUTHORITY, REVAMPS RECREATION AREA AT DUBAI THALASSEMIA CENTRE 

Patients benefit from recreation facilities
Dubai, 1, October, 2009:- The Thalassemia Centre, the only facility in the UAE dedicated to Thalassemia treatment, has received a fully renovated recreation area thanks to support from DP World, UAE Region and the Dubai Health Authority (DHA).

The recently-inaugurated upgrade considerably enhances the Centre’s ability to serve around 450 Thalassemia patients who visit monthly for blood transfusions.

Thalassemia is a genetic blood disorder, notably prevalent in the UAE. The new revamped facility, designed and donated by DP World, UAE Region, is in line with the organisation’s commitment toward the awareness and prevention of Thalassemia. 

The new recreational area offers transfusion chairs with individual multimedia screens, gaming consoles, computers, a library, a children’s play area, as well as a dedicated waiting area and a refreshments bar, all of which add significantly to the comfort of both patients and their families visiting the Centre, located within the Al Wasl Hospital complex.  

Mohammed Al Muallem, Senior Vice President and Managing Director, DP World, UAE Region, said:

“The new facilities have been designed specifically to cater to the needs of the patients, while providing a more comfortable and productive environment for the patients, their relatives and caregivers.  DP World, UAE Region is proud to have been able to collaborate with DHA on this upgrade, which advances our goals of improving the quality of life of those affected by Thalassemia, as well as increasing awareness that will lead to preventing the occurrence of this disorder.” 
Dr. Khawla Belhoul, Director Thalassemia Centre, Dubai Health Authority, said:

“We are grateful for the ongoing support of DP World, UAE Region. The renovated recreational area will be of great benefit to both patients and visitors, especially those who escort the patients and must wait many hours for the transfusions to be complete.”

Thalassemia causes the degeneration of red blood cells, requiring those affected to undergo regular, life-long blood transfusions.  As most carriers are unaware of their status, the Centre organises drives to promote premarital Thalassemia testing within the community.  The test is simple and quick, and allows carriers to make decisions that help reduce transmission to future generations. 
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About DP World

DP World is one of the largest marine terminal operators in the world, with 49 terminals and 13 new developments across 32 countries(1).  Its dedicated, experienced and professional team of nearly 30,000 people serves customers in some of the most dynamic economies in the world.  

DP World aims to enhance customers’ supply chain efficiency by effectively managing container, bulk and other terminal cargo.  

The company constantly invests in terminal infrastructure, facilities and people, working closely with customers and business partners to provide quality services today and tomorrow, when and where customers need them.

In taking this customer-centric approach, DP World is building on the established relationships and superior level of service demonstrated at its flagship Jebel Ali facility in Dubai, which has been voted “Best Seaport in the Middle East” for 15 consecutive years. 

In 2008, DP World handled more than 46.8 million TEU (twenty-foot equivalent container units) across its portfolio from the Americas to Asia – an increase of 8% on 2007. With a pipeline of expansion and development projects in key growth markets, including India, China and the Middle East, capacity is expected to rise to around 95 million TEU over the next ten years. 
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(1) As of August 2009.
